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’ Sopwith Snipe Eap] Q R

1/32 Scale

Pup, Triplane, Camel and (sl Dolphi th's next maj

tish aviation was the 230hp Sopwith 7.F1 Snipe. i ber 1917 and

b o 150hp rotary engine, featured single bay Pup e e e o

Dolphin) for improved visibility, a Camel style tailplane with unbalanced rudder and a flat sided fuselage. Interestingly 300
e B9962-B:

S o 5 )
the original design and BI965 (now with longer wingspan 2 bay wings with increased dihedral, a 230hp Bentley BR2 engine,
faired fuselage sides and a evised taiplane with a balanced rudder) was sent to France in March 1918 for further evaluation
size of the Full scale production was ordered

e e oo Al e fully
uip 43 Sqn RAF and 4 Sqn AFC (Australian Flying Corps) in France. Despite its operational use during the First World War being,
restricted to the final few weeks, the Smpe performed excellently in combat.

I  later larger, balanced
and rudder areas further increased. The Sopwith Snipe continued to serve the RAF post war , against the Bolsheviks in Russia,
e e e in Bgyptand Ira. Th Snipe was the ast roary engine

the
Woodcock and el ‘Whitworth Siskin. The Snipe saw very P (crelgn use with the Brazilian Navy, Canadian yra Fur(z
and Soviet Red Air Fleet

WW1 aircraft colours are contentious at the best of times and we have done our best to provi

painting

Goped with both PC10 and BC12,although it i only thelatte that has e original examples of Snipe fabric we have

examined; fabric from late production upper ailerons manufactured by Sopwith (closely matching FS30040) and Whitehead?

(closely matching F$26120). There is considerable controversy as to what colour PC10 (Protective Covering number 10) actually
- Made from mixes of yellow ochre, ron oxide and lamp blac pigments it varied between livedrab and chocolate brovn,

depending on the mix and, presumably, to the

while later mixes and aircraft exposed to the elements for some time i sl b G

controversial although previous reports of it being red brown are in error and it was actually a dark chocolate brown.

el i e G i B e L G (Gl e e o pﬂnds.

what we consider to be accurate

undercarriage and, remarkably, RAF rigging wires were usually painted ‘Service Grey’ or with a PC10/12 equivalent. Some
aluminium cowls appear to have been left unpainted and given a turned” metal inish. The nterplane and center section struts
andlheny meal to have been paint fittings and L it
S el grey. All fabric surf bt new which shine
Sl qm(kly in service. et oo 2013
Wingspan (Early): Length (Barly): Max Weight:
30ft (9.14m) 19.16ft (5.84m) 20201b (916kg) | 121mph (195kph)
: No. Manufactured: Engine: Ceiling:
2400 (approx) March 1918 to Sept. 1919 230hp Bentey BR2 | 25,000t (7620m)

| 2x.303 (7.7mm) Vickers machine guns & up to 1121b (50kg) of bombs. |

Windsock JM Bruce, 1994 - Osprey D d f World War 1, Norman Franks, 2002

1914-18 Aviation Heritage Trust - The Vintage. . e Owers - Private Collections

www. wmgnutwmgs com
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Construction Step @ Choose
@ Part Number
5] pecat
Photo Etch Part

@ Do Not Cement
@ Cement For Metal

o o

O\ remove
VAN
° Paint Colour

All colour

Brass X31 54

Copper XF6 12

Gun Metal X10 27004

Aluminium XF16 27001

Steel XF56 27003

Light Wood" - semi gloss XF78 93

Dark Wood" - semi gloss XF68 98

Service grey - matt XF82 145 BCOL
Leather - semi gloss XF52 62

Clear Doped Linen (CDL) - semi gloss XFS5 121 BCOS
PC12 - semi gloss XF10 9% BC02
PC10- semi gloss XF62 155 BCO3
Black - semi gloss. X18 85

White - semi gloss XF2 34 BCOS
Red - semi gloss XE7 60

Rubber - matt XF69 66

Silver dope - gloss XF16(:2) + XF19(x1) =

Mustard Yellow - semi gloss XF4 81 AM004
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Usual wide safety belt




Airspeed
indicator

Vickers gan mounts and
tailplane adjustment lever

Vickers MK.1" gun fixed to the port mount. The curved bar
between the starboard mounts is a temporary ‘fixing jig' used
during construction. Note the Constantinesco Timing Gear Type
C detailfixed to the top of the Vickers receiver.

)

mmaniton Empty
e linkchute

> Note the main petrol tank
@xo(kpn(ommmg )
and wicker pilot's seat(i23)

Curiously, much of the
internal bracing in  the
Sopwith Snipe is constructed
from RAF wires where their
| acrodynamic properties are

not necessary.

| ceed indicator
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[ Sopwith Snipe E8102 |

Cockpit interior photos of reproduc-

Fantasy of
in Florida USA.

< Note the
Vickers Mk.
Compare
on page 4.

aluminium un
tion magazine an
and bracing cable d

the cockpit showing
pump,

used post war.
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Drill holes for tailskid /(0 5
control cables. i

2 J@(A12) Tail skid

Rear of fuselage frame showing the tube steel tail skid,
tightly bundled bungee suspension cord and tailplane
adjustment bag (1. All metal fittings appear to have been
painted black
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Drill holes for
bomb carrier

Paint bottom of fuselage

undershields @, paint inside @)

Horizontal tailplane and elevator detail from Sopwith
buile Snipe E8044 as shown on

between the top of the horizontal tailplane and
bottom of the fin (G1) toallow for the movement of the
adjustable talplane

Bl ~ Port horizontal tailplane and
elevator from E8102 showing
rigging details and caster oil
exhaust staining.

> Cockpit detail from E8102
showingthe wood @ deckingand
metal é top shields.

Decking and shields,
paint inside ) &

4 point Sutton safety harness

houlder straps

C
for the Vickers gun empty link, padding, hand hold and asymmetric nature of the
top shields.

ST




230hp BENTLEY BR.2

Rermit Week's genuine Bentley BR.2 engine
fitted into E8102. Note the extensive caster
oil staining on the undershields.
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> Strut detail from Sopwith bull Snipe E7989. The
interplane struts and their metal brackets have
been overpainted with the same matt grey colour.
Paint pitot Note the Sopwith factory decals (73] applied to the
head detail @) front of each interplane strut and the side of the
fuselage under the cockpit opening.

Fuel pump
venturi

Ring and bead
No.11sights

~ Early production Sopwith built Snipe ‘D' of 43 Sqn. Note the unusual
finish to the al panels, pale (white?) repainted strut
and airman in the background apparently ‘dancing a jig', perhaps
indicating a post war scene.
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nter section of E8102 showing padding and

v Sopuwith Snipe E8027.




pplied t6 the cowling of late
Sopwith built Snipe E8263 of 4

Undercarriage detail from a Sopwith Snipe
thought to be Sopwith built E7989. Note the
dark bungee suspension cord and how subtle
the traditional Sopwith split axle angle is on
the Snipe compared to earlir designs like the
Triplane and Pup (see Wingnut Wings models
32008, 32013 and 32016). Almost al Sopwith
Snipe propeller blades were wrapped in linen
and painted grey.

o il |
Undercarriage detail from E8102 showing the spilt axle, bungee  Fuselage detail from E8102 showing aluminium undershield panels F
2

spi
suspension cord and extensive caster oil staining, (usually painted service grey), elevator control horn clearance slots
and, once again, extensive caster oil staining.
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Early production
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PAINT COLOUR SCHEME AND DECAL GUIDE

WD Sopwith Snipe 57992, South Bastern Area Fyi 191819

Sopwith Snipe Early

Sopwith bullt Sipe E7992 i smien production batch of 300 airraft axdered from Sapwith in Marc 1918
(numbers E7987 to E8286). By stern Area Fly Instruc-

tors School and features a xalher lel(h\ng (olour e ovmu pale (silver?) dope with dark ee) steuts and

cowling bands as E7992. Neither 052 or 7991 appear to have been armed at the time they were photographed.

4 Sqn AFC Sopwith Snipes phologmphed at Bickendorf fa]lowmg the armistice. Identifiable aircraft are Sopwnh buile
H 15 SnipesE8103"S", E8146 "I" and F:
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Edward Mulcair poses in front of his 43 Sqn
Sopwith built Snipe 8015 during 1919, The 1st
unit to be fully equipped with Snipes in late
August 1918, 43 Sqn took them into action in
late September but by the time this photograph
was taken post war, they had begun to receive
Iate production Snipes with extended ailerons
(see Wingnut Wings model 32054). The fuselage
has been re-doped in a colour which appears
lighter than the factory finish (sill visible on the
rudder and fin, which has had the serial number
repainted on it) indicating that E8015 has had
its fuselage fabric repaired or replaced in service.
The decking, fairings, shields and front cowl

side shields. A storage locker has been installed in the side of the cockpit coaming just behind Mulcair

- 1
Ed

s possible
d

bea post war:
when he claimed 2 victories while fiying E8015 during the last weeks of October 1918.

and
that the
years old
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Sopwith built Snipe 8057 *1 - 4 features the 3 white fuselage bands worn by 70 Sqn aircraft since 22 March 1918 and
a white striped engine cowling seen on numerous 70 Sqn Snipes during occupation duties. 70 squadron operated H
Sopwith Camels up until the Armistice and inherited their Snipes when they replaced 4 Sqn AFC on occupation duties in
February 1919. Al fuselage stenciling s still evident indicating E8057 wears ts Sopwith factory finish and the plywood
and metal panels appear to be grey.
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Apply decals

Sopwith built Snipe E8069 features a factory applied PC12 finish with the markings of B Flight 4 Sqn AFC (Australian
Flying Corps). The fuselage plywood and aluminium panels appear to have been painted grey. 12 victory ace

Charles Richmond Baker was fiying EB069 when he was awarded his 7th victory, an OOC (Out Of Control) Fokker DVII
on 26 October 1918 and 45qn Snipes. tra-
lia and was a bank clerk when war broke out. He enlisted in July 1915 and served in the Artillery before transferring to
the AFC in September 1917. He flew Sopwith Camels with 4 Squadron from June 1918 and was awarded his 1t victory
on 31 July. He had brought y up toa total of 1 d killed on 4 November 1918
following combat with a large number of Fokker D.VII. Thomas was 21 and the war lasted for only 6 more days.

T I sy




November 1918 |

Apply decals

Sopwith built Snipe E8132 “D” of 208 ntly displ marks,
although it is missing the Sopwith factory decals [73] commonly applied to the struts and side of the fuselage. The
e oy e o 10 i Ao I EBIS1 s et i 206 S35 aE Matet o 3 Nowérabes
‘marked with the ‘angled bar tter D of A flight here. Itis not
certain if E8132 saw any action in the last few days of the Great War but it was sull on Squadron stmngrh in April 1919
when it was written off following a crash which injured the pilot CR Davidson (possibly 6 victory ace Charles Robert
Davidson, formally of 14 and 111 Sqns),

iy I I




T T i s T,




Sopwith built Snipe E8044 was from an order placed in March 1918 for 300 aircraft (numbers E7987 to E8286). Despite the order being pl




3-D Modelling by Darren Mildenhall

Born and raised in Welington, New Zealand,
Darren harnessed his creativity by atending the
School of Do, gr«du.mng ith & major n
Industrial des; the degree he
Frrssirlen-l s ] oy i
appeal of a product and how to utlse CAD
develop a concept. Joining Wingnut Wings as a 3D modeller has
furthered his skill in these arcas through the creation and
‘manipulation of complex 3D forms.

Software to realise and

When
based art and t-shirt
interest in pop culture, !yyugnphy gt g

ot desiping W3 mode i, Damen enops grphi
d influenced by his

Box Art by Steve Anderson

Steve Anderson s an avid histrian o millary
pecial interest in

James McCudden, Raoul
and other pioneers of
dagﬁghlmg nreamungS(eveslnvonlt subjects.

creates works that reflect scrupulous attention to historically

time of day of an actual battle

Profile Art by Ronny Bar

Ronny Bar developed a keen interest in airplanes
from an erly ag, Iing o t the El Plomar
‘orce Base in Buenos Aires. He first flew in
oo o
d was soon drawing airplanes and
biing models Spitfires and Messerschmitt first... Camels and
Fokkers ater, He became a sucessul buss plyer with a career
1 Rock b b
al hit selling more than 100,000
b

(one of them being a N

over Argentina.

B Project Co-ordinator, Richard Alexander

A native of W:\hng\‘un New Zealand, Richard
Alexander has a long term interest in military
bty e & ol driers from meter
sports golden era of the '60'. Other interests
chude mountain iking, oo and .
An accomplished modeller Richard's mod e bee
varied Bes Oveah i Shos s TPMS(NEy Niciones Comvntions
and earmed him the inaugural TamiyaCon(NZ) Master Modeller
award (along with the associated trip to Japan) in 2001. Many of
hough h

Tonger accepts commissions.

k. Visiting the WW1

Hendon focused his already growing interest for that historic

period. His artwork is regularly appearing in journals and

pblctons s Wndsodk Wokdwis, Windsock Daales,Cross
Cockade and Over the Front.

i ysince 1991 and
brings with him a keen eye for detail and a passion for ensuring
fh b

ke about this model, you can blame him.

If you do have comments, requests or suggestions, Richard is

Historic aircraft photos courtesy of the 1914-18 Aviation Heritage Trust and Colin Owers (unless credited otherwise).
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Ifyou

32020 1/32 Sopwith Snipe Early. Qy
0132020A_| Aparts 1
01320208_| Bparts 1
0132020C_| Coparts 1
01320200 _| Dparts 2
0132020F_| Fparts 1
0132020G_| G Parts 1
0132020P_| Photo-etched metal parts 1
13260017 | BR.2 Engine 1
7132020 | Instructions 1
9132020 | Decals 1

32013 - 1/32 Sopwith Pup REC

32031 -1/32 Fokker DVILE 32008 - 1/32 Sopwith Triplane

assistance.

Also available from

www.wingnutwings.com

i

©2012 Wingnut Wings Ltd. PO Box 15-319 Miramar, Wellington 6022 New Zealand.
All rights reserved. Designed in New Zealand - Manufactured in China.
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